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Mr. ScottJGudes
Dcputy Under Sccrctary for Oceans
and A!IIX>spbere

Depanrnent of Commercc
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dcar Mr. pudes:

o~ January 31, 200:1, you requested the commcnts of the Depanmenl or Ocr ensc 011
an admirusuativc appeill brought by Tslandcr East Pipeline Company (hlantJer East)

pursu3nllp thc Coastal Zone Managcmcnt Act (CZMA). Islander East requeslS Ihal the
Dcpartme~t of Commercc ovcrridc thc Connccticut DepiU"tmenL of Environmental
Protection's objection to a consistency certification for islander Easl's propt):;ed natura! gas
pipeline (me Islandcr East Project) to deliver nalural gas from Connccticut to thc eastern
Long Is~ New Y Oft, area on the grounds that the proposed project is necessary in thc
interest o~lnationaJ sccurity.

We have reviewed thc appcal and cannot conclude that a national defense or other
national s~ty mleICSt would bc significantly impaired if thc project were nOl permiLled Lo
go forward as proposed.

Smccrcly,
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Principa AsS1stant eputy n Secretary of Defense
(Installations and Environment)
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